
BIO 313 

Development  

Seminar Presentation 

Part of your course grade will be based on a formal group presentation in which you and your 

partner describing the background and developmental pathway(s) of the gene you are working 

with in the lab.  Additionally, you will present the results of your in-situ hybridization that you 

performed in the lab.  Specific requirements and resources that will help you prepare for your 

presentation will be discussed in class.  Your grade will be based on the amount of work you put 

into the presentation and the resulting quality of the presentation.  The seminar is worth 100 

points. 

Introduce your topic by presenting enough background information so that the audience can 

understand what you will be discussing. One of the biggest problems with student seminars is 

that the speakers do not provide sufficient background information for their audience to 

understand their topic. Assume the audience understands developmental concepts, but is 

unfamiliar with your specific topic. Do not use visual aids that are filled with typed information. 

It is better to present information in a brief outline form. Be sure to explain the direction your 

seminar will take. 

Remember that you have 50 minutes for your seminar. 

General Presentation Tips 

1. Practice, practice, practice. The best seminars are well rehearsed, so that they appear to come 

naturally, fit within the allotted time, and make all of the desired points. Do not read your 

talk from cards or sheets of paper. Talk from the screen and use the information on your 

visual aids as a guide for what you are going to say. 

2. Practice your presentation in front of other people. They will pick up on the things that seem 

obvious to you, but are unclear to people unfamiliar with your topic. 

3. Select the main points and drive them home.  

4. In your introduction tell the audience where your presentation is headed and how you'll get 

there (preview and summarize your talk). Don't be afraid to repeat important points, it will 

help the audience understand your presentation.  

5. Use visual aids (PowerPoint).  

6. Keep the amount of information on a text slide to a minimum.  

7. Explain any graphs, figures, or tables that you present. For graphs, explain what each axis 

represents (even if they are adequately labeled). For both tables, figures, and graphs explain 

what the data tell us. Point directly to important data. 

8. Bold is better. Use heavy lines and large, bold fonts. Choose a font, such as Arial Bold 
because it is easier to read. Make all fonts, symbols and lines on visual aids bold enough and 

large enough to be seen from the back of the room. Images suitable for a printed-paper are 

usually not suitable for projecting.  



9. Look at your audience, not at the projection screen or the computer monitor (if you are 

projecting from a computer). Stand and speak from the screen not from the computer. If you 

stand at the screen, you will not block anyone's view. 

10. Speak loud like you're speaking to someone in the back of the room, but make eye contact 

with everyone. 

11. Modulate your voice. 

12. End with a bang. Make your main points clearly and unequivocally. Then stop. 

13. Practice, practice, practice. 

 Evaluation Criteria 

I will use the following criteria to evaluate your presentations: 

 

Communication 

well planned, organized 

practiced, prepared 

knowledgeable about topic 

good visuals, data clearly presented 

keeps our interest 

confident, know material well 

fits time limit 

good answers to questions 

Content  

goal/topic clearly defined and evident to class 

adequate background information in order to understand seminar 

good analysis of data/relevant literature 

correct, complete conclusions 

coverage of ideas appropriate to class level 

all material relevant 

 


