
BIO 313 Paper Critique: 

 

Each student is required to select and critique a scientific journal article.  The article you 

select must be a research article about the gene you are working with in the lab.  Be sure 

you select an article that you can understand.  I recommend that you read the article 

twice before you decide to analyze it for your critique.  Once you have found an article, 

bring a copy of the article to me for approval. The article must be approved by Friday 

October 6
th

  
 

The purpose of the critique is for you to read a research article critically, to uncover what 

questions the researchers were attempting to answer, to determine what techniques they 

used to obtain the answers, and to evaluate how successful they were in answering the 

questions.  After reading your article, you should describe the general and specific goals 

of the research in the first paragraph.  Then select specific tables and/or figures in the 

paper for analysis.  Describe and critically analyze the purpose, the methodology used, the 

specific results and the conclusions for each table and/or figure you have selected for 

analysis.  Be sure to demonstrate that you understand the tables and figures you select for 

analysis.  Do not comment on whether or not you enjoyed the paper, or found it to be well 

written; stick to an analysis of the science.  It may be necessary to obtain other related 

papers in order for you to understand your articles.  It is not necessary for you to describe 

every experiment in the article.  Select the most important tables and/or figures and 

comment on these experiments.  It is not necessary to launch an attack on the authors’ 

work.  Sometimes no weakness is apparent, other times your criticisms will be mild.  

Avoid direct quotations from the article.  Use your own words and express your own 

ideas.  Be sure to include a coherent conclusion.  Your critique may not exceed 3 double-

spaced (font 12) typed pages.  The critique is due Monday, October 16
th

 at 9:00 a.m.  

The critique is worth 40 points.  SEE 

http://people.cornellcollege.edu/ctepper/BIO313CritiqueGrade.pdf  FOR GRADING 

AND EVALUATION SCALE. 

 

 

http://people.cornellcollege.edu/ctepper/BIO313CritiqueGrade.pdf

