
Literature Critique Evaluation-Cellular and Molecular Biology  
A papers (85-100 %) 

Introduction presents the 

goal and purpose of the 

study clearly and directly, 

including background 

material and terminology 

needed for a peer to 

understand the discussion of 

the research.   

The most relevant figures 

and tables are chosen to best 

represent the work and 

accomplishments of the 

researchers. The significance 

of the samples, description 

of positive and/or negative 

controls and the rationale for 

their use are all clearly 

described.  The methods 

used to collect and analyze 

the data are clearly and 

concisely presented.  The 

results reported are fully 

understood. The test’s 

validity and the authors’ 

interpretation of the data are 

critiqued.  Outside resources 

needed to explain the 

methods, results, and 

conclusions for each table or 

figure are cited. 

The critique gives a clear and 

concise overview of the 

article.  The introduction and 

the figures described 

illustrate the conclusions.  

Outside resources are used 

as needed to fully 

understand the research.   

The critique is clearly 

presented with no typos, 

misspellings, or grammatical 

errors. 

Excellent in every category. 

 

B papers (70-84 %) 

The introduction presents 

the goal of the study clearly 

but does not give quite all 

the background information 

needed to understand the 

goals and context of the 

research.   

 

The tables and figures 

chosen are explained fairly 

well and interpreted 

correctly, but may not fully 

represent the paper’s results.  

The controls used are only 

partially noted or are not 

clearly interpreted.  The 

methods used are described 

accurately.  Analysis of the 

results and the authors’ 

conclusions are given. The 

meaning of the results is 

interpreted in a larger 

context with references 

cited.  

 

 

 

 

The critique has mostly 

communicated the 

intentions, results and 

conclusions of the authors.  

Some outside sources are 

used to fully understand the 

article or to back up claims 

that you have made about 

the research or conclusions.    

There are very few spelling 

or grammatical errors.  

Well done but with some 

omissions.  

C papers (55-69 %) 

Introduction has some 

background information 

given but it is not clear how 

it relates to the discussion of 

the article.  The goal of the 

research is not clearly 

presented.   

 

The tables and figures 

analyzed are partially 

understood.  Controls or 

samples are named but their 

purpose is not described.  

Methods are described 

accurately. The author’s 

conclusions are given and 

related to the goal of the 

paper.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The critique partially 

describes the importance 

and goals of the research. 

There are no outside 

resources to reinforce your 

analysis of the figures and/or 

tables. 

   

There are some errors in 

spelling or grammar. 

Basic understanding of the 

paper is shown.   

D papers (<55%) 

Little background 

information is given or the 

goal and purpose of the 

research is not described. 

 

 

 

Figures and tables chosen do 

not represent the primary 

focus of the paper. Methods 

used are poorly or incorrectly 

described. There is no 

mention of controls.  The 

results and the conclusions 

are not clearly reported. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The critique does not relate 

the results described to the 

goals and conclusions of the 

paper. Some important 

information is missing or 

inaccurate.   

 

Spelling and grammatical 

errors make the paper 

difficult to read. 

More time and effort are 

needed to understand the 

paper. 
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Please indicate the title of the article somewhere in your critique-give the author(s) proper credit. 

Remember to use your own words in explaining the study-do not copy text word for word from 

article. Copying the text will be considered plagiarism and your grade will reflect this.  


